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system in fact.
Like all the others of this school, while fighting for * pro-
gress ' up to the present, he must uphold that present, the
status quo, against any further development. Those who
wish a still newer society must be denied even constitutional
means. " No electorate ought to be allowed to return
members who are frankly out to destroy the State, though
the tendencies in modern undiluted democracies is to chance
everything on a stake of universal suffrage"69. Note the
apprehension: " chance everything"; and the contempt:
" undiluted democracies ".
Another late exponent of these views has been Sir
Ahmad tjusayn, Nawwab Amln Jang Bahadur of His Exalted
Highness the Nizam's pro-British government, whose pub-
lished views70 have been sufficiently popular to go through
more than one edition. He thought of Islam somewhat as a
system of generous respectability. Religion was defined as
the motive for living virtuously; and Islam is the best religion
he knew " because. . .it accords best with the current ideas
of Science "71. Isl^m, being the spirit of monotheism, grace,
and moderation, inspiring reverence, trust, and virtue, is to
be distinguished from Muhammadanism, the obsolescent
formalism of the mawlawls and the customs of the decadent
people; and mu'min (believer) is to include virtually the
liberals of all religions, and especially Christians. " * True
Islam is but true Christianity writ short'1', he writes72.
Clearly he is one who, with his titles and positions, would
wipe away the old society and its allegiances, and keep only
the quintessence of Islam's, or for that matter any religion's,
spirit while he accepts the society of the West. By all
means reform Islam, as Christianity was reformed in its
fourteenth century and after; but " it need not necessarily
mean Political Revolutions as in Europe "78. In reality, the
political revolution had already taken place, establishing
British imperialism in India with him as one of its pillars.
What he means is that he wants no further political change.
Thus, in a few scattered cases, has the pure Aligarh
position been preserved unchanged in a changing society.